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The Civil Society Workshop is being organized to prepare for 
4SSF—the “Global Conference on Securing Sustainable Small-scale 
Fisheries: Bringing Together Responsible Fisheries and Social 
Development”. Fishworker organizations and small-scale fisheries 
NGOs would like to see very specific outcomes from 4SSF. They 
would particularly like to see the widespread adoption of policies 
that promote the wellbeing of communities and sustain fisheries 
resources. 
 
The workshop has the following objectives:   
� To discuss and arrive at acceptable positions on how to engage 
with the three main conference themes: securing sustainable 
resource use and access rights, securing post-harvest benefits and 
securing social, economic and human rights; 
� To decide on strategy for engaging with the conference, to 
ensure that fishworker/fishing community issues are well reflected 
in all discussions and in the conference report;  
� To provide a forum to discuss women in fisheries related issues; 
and 
� To generate wider support for campaigns against the abuse of 
rights of fishworkers and coastal communities. 
 
The preparatory workshop is a joint initiative of the World Forum 
of Fisher Peoples (WFFP), the Sustainable Development 
Foundation (SDF), the Federation of Southern Fisherfolk (FSF), the 
International NGO/CSO Planning Committee (IPC) and the 
International Collective in Support of Fishworkers (ICSF).   
 
More details on the preparatory workshop are available at: 
http://sites.google.com/site/smallscalefisheries ���� 

More Inside 

What’s on Today 

================================= 

“A rights-based approach should legally and 

formally recognize the rights of small-scale fishing 

communities to practise their livelihood.” 

- Hahn Goliath, Coastal Links,  

South Africa 

================================ 
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Engendering Rights  
Developing a gender-just approach to rights in small-scale 
fisheries by Jackie Sunde, Masifundise Development Trust 
 
The FAO Conference aims to begin a process of 
developing an approach to small-scale fisheries 
management that brings together perspectives on 
responsible fisheries with the social development 
needs and rights of fishing communities.  Such a 
perspective needs to resonate with the notions of 
rights expressed by local communities.   Ensuring that 
such an approach to fisheries management is gender-
just is extremely challenging as, in many contexts, the 
rights of women are not recognized as being integral 
to the concept of ‘fishing rights’.   Indeed, the 
concept of ‘rights’ has been used in many different 
ways, with a variety of meanings.  The task ahead for 
us in the Civil Society Pre-Conference Workshop is 
to interrogate these notions of rights as we navigate 
the contours of the three themes of the Conference, 
and to ensure that they are reflective of the rights, 
interests and needs of men and women living in 
small-scale fishing communities.   
 
Women play various key roles in the small-scale 
fisheries sector. However, much of the work that 
women do goes unrecognized or is hidden.  Women 
are involved in nurturing, reproductive work, caring 
for their families and assisting their male partners 
prior to harvesting as well as in many post-harvesting 
activities such as cleaning and processing fish, 
vending and assisting with other marketing related 
administrative tasks.   
 
In many communities there is a clear division of 
labour between the tasks women perform, and those 
of men.  In many societies, systems of commonly 
recognized rights to harvest marine and inland 
resources have evolved; however, these have tended 
to recognize men as ‘rights holders’ with the 
entitlements to access and use certain natural 
resources.  Women normally get access to these 
resources via their male partners but are not 
considered ‘rights holders’ in their own right.  Linked 
to this, women are often not included in decision-
making about natural resources as this is considered 
to be a male domain and a responsibility that flows 
from their rights to resources.  
 
In moving towards developing a more structured 
system of access to marine and coastal resources, 
which aims to introduce measures to secure the 
sustainable use of these resources, fisheries managers 
in many parts of the world are looking towards 
introducing formal systems of rights allocations. 

In some contexts these new systems attempt to 
integrate existing community-based understandings of 
access and use rights, whilst in other contexts new 
approaches to rights allocations based on individual, 
privatized rights have been introduced.  In both 
contexts, however, fisheries managers and male 
leaders often ignore the interests of women and their 
right to secure equal access to and use of these 
fisheries resources.    
 
Any approach to ‘rights-based management’ from a 
responsible, sustainable fisheries approach needs to 
integrate the universally recognized rights of women, 
as inalienable human rights.  Several international 
instruments provide guidance on the nature of these 
rights that require protection.  They include the 
following:  freedom from discrimination at home and 
in the workplace, freedom from sexual harassment 
and violence, the right of rural women to participate 
in decision-making processes, to enjoy adequate living 
and working conditions, to benefit from social 
security and to access loans and credit.   
 
In the context of this workshop, these rights mean 
that we need to be mindful of the need to ensure that 
women secure equal rights to access and use natural 
resources.  In addition, approaches to the 
management of these resources need to ensure that 
women participate equally in decision-making about 
these resources.  States should be urged to adopt 
particular measures that remove obstacles to women 
enjoying these rights and that will create an enabling 
environment for women, such as the provision of 
targeted post-harvest, processing and marketing 
policy support.   
 
Most critically, we need to recognize the indivisibility 
of all human rights from any approach to fishing 
rights and fisheries management.  We need to fight 
for the recognition, not only of these rights, but for 
the necessary capacity-building and support for 
women fishworkers and for organizations working 
with fishing communities so that men and women 
can be empowered to realize these rights. ���� 
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How significant is the Global Conference for 
WFFP? 
WFFP is going through a crucial process of both 
rebuilding the organization and extending and 
consolidating community structures and linkages 
on the ground. A forum like this to discuss 
fisheries issues internationally among both 
government officials and fishers, is an important 
part of that process. The conference has great 
value for fishing communities as it provides a 
platform to come together and share thoughts and 
ideas. 
 
What are WFFP’s expectations from the 
workshop and the conference? 
We are looking for a greater unity among small-
scale fishing communities globally. We are not 
optimistic that there will be a single global position, 
but I certainly expect us to develop a common 
position or common perspective with respect to 
what rights-based fisheries mean for communities. 
I’m also looking for a greater sensitivity from 
governments and FAO itself to the position and 
views of fishing communities. Although this is not 
a decision-making forum, if we can get a sensitivity 
now at this level of interaction, I believe there 
would be a greater readiness in the future when 
decisions and resolutions are going to be made. 
The conference must be regarded as an important 
moment in the life of small-scale fishers in 
developing a global position. 
 
What is WFFP’s perception of rights? 
Our position is that rights-based fisheries should 
encompass every aspect and every process, from 
the point of harvesting to the point of 
consumption. Fishers should have the right to be a 
part of, and draw benefit from, all the processes in 
between. A rights-based fishery is not a 
commodity; it’s not an item you can trade with. It’s 
a basic human right. I would want to argue that 
within that, the tendency to isolate the different 
components and say that small-scale fishery 
harvesting alone is in the interest of small-scale 
fishers, would be shortsighted. We need to take a 
much broader approach to it.  
 
WFFP has put in a lot of effort in preparing for this 
conference; we’ve had numerous workshops in 
various countries or sub-regions leading up to this 
moment. We are ready! ���� 
 
 

Fishers’ rights=Human rights! 
South Africa's Cape High Court rules in favour  
of small-scale fishers  
 

Naseegh Jaffer,  
WFFP Co-ordinator, talks to Daily RightsRightsRightsRights    

    

A recent Court Ruling in South Africa has upheld 
traditional small-scale fishers’ rights to access fisheries 
resources for their livelihoods.  These fishers have 
struggled for the past eight years to ensure that their 
rights were recognized.  In 2007 they were finally 
successful in obtaining an Equality Court Order that 
obliged the Minister responsible for fisheries to begin a 
new policy process that would accommodate the social 
and economic rights to these fishers.   
 
The order also made provision for a small group of 
1000 fishers to be given access to the sea through an 
‘interim relief’ measure whilst this policy is being 
developed.   In response to this the West Coast Rock 
Lobster Association (WCRLA), representing large 
commercial interests, launched court action against the 
Minister and the fishers on the grounds that the 
Minister did not have the authority to grant the fishers 
this access to resources, that it was environmentally 
unsustainable and would weaken the value of their 
rights.   
 
On the 7 October 2008, Judge Dennis Davis of the 
Cape High Court, South Africa dismissed an 
application by the WCRLA to stop the Minister from 
issuing this interim relief.  In his judgment Judge Davis 
ruled that the Minister acted within the powers given to 
him by the Marine Living Resources Act (1998) in 
granting the exemptions.  He also ruled that the 
Minister had weighed up several complex issues in 
taking his decision and that there is no evidence that he 
acted unreasonably or arbitrarily. The Judge also 
confirmed that the Minister was confronted with the 
order of the Equality Court and could not simply 
ignore it.  
 
The court ruling was welcomed by traditional fisher 
organizations that supported the Ministers’ actions. 
Naseegh Jaffer, Director of Masifundise Development 
Trust said: “this is a great victory in the struggle of 
poor fishers to put food on the table”. “This is a clear 
vindication that the current fishing policies are faulty 
and should be reviewed urgently,” he said. Jaffer called 
on the fishing industry to desist from their efforts to 
prevent poor fishing communities from making an 
honest living from marine resources. “Fishing 
companies cannot have the monopoly of natural 
resources—these must be equitably and sustainably 
shared amongst all who depend on them,” he said. ���� 
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Language Matters! 
Human Rights 

 

                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 (Traditional Thai greeting) 
 

� Sawadee Krup (male speaker) 
/Sawadee Kaa (female speaker) – 
Hello 
� Kop Koon (Krup/kaa) – 
Thank you 
� Phoot Thai mai dai – I can not 
speak Thai 
� Dtaawan raap – Welcome 
� Tong karn mor ma raksa – I 
need a doctor 
� Rong-raem – Hotel 
� Nee tao-rai – How much 
does it cost? 
� Kor thoad - Sorry 
 

 
 
Currency: Thailand's official unit of currency is the Thai Baht (THB). 
As on 2nd October, US$1 = 34 THB or 1 Euro = 47 THB 
 
Telephone: Country code +66, Area code 089 
 
Helpline:  Jonathan: +66 89 523 7520 (SDF),  
Ravadee: +66 81 912 5275 (SDF); 
ICSF (in Thailand): +66 89 683 6269 
Grand Ayudhaya Hotel: +66 89 2274 1515 
 
Internet facilities: Contact reception for wireless access, internet 
cafes are also available within ten minutes from the hotel.  
 
Medical assistance: Available at 5th floor of Ayudhaya Hotel, from 
10am-6pm. In case of emergency, contact reception.  
 
Transportation: Sutthisam Station is the nearest subway to the 
Grand Ayudhaya hotel, located five minutes away.  

“Daily RightsRightsRightsRights” is a newsletter 
brought out by the co-ordinating 
committee set up to engage with 
the 4SSF. It is an initiative of 
WFFP, ICSF, FSF, SDF and IPC.  
 
It will be available everyday from 
11 October 2008 to 18 October 
2008 in four languages—English, 
French, Spanish and Thai. The 
language versions are not identical, 
and are meant to represent the 
perspectives of the language 
groups.  
 
All issues in different languages are 
available online at: 
http://sites.google.com/site/ 
smallscalefisheries 
 
All are welcome to contribute. 
Please send your contributions to:  
Harini Kumar (English): 
harini747@gmail.com;  
Patricio Igor Melillanca (Spanish): 
patricio@ecoceanos.cl;  
Madien Seck (French): 
madiensec@yahoo.fr (French); 
SDF (Thai): sdfthai@gmail.com.  
 
Disclaimer:  The opinions, 
expressed in the commentaries, 
and articles printed in Daily Rights 
are those of the individual authors 
or organizations.  

Wai FYI 
 

droits de l'homme (French) 
Derechos Humanos (Spanish) 
Direitos humanos (Portuguese) 
Van Menseregte (Afrikaans) 
Hak-Hak Asasi Manusia (Bahasa) 
Hominis Iurium (Latin) 
Mana O Te Tangata (Maori) 
Haki Za Binadamu (Swahili) 
karapatang pantao (Filipino: Tagalog) 
Olmmošvuoigat (Sami) 
 
 

Map for metro rail from Grand Ayudhaya  

 

 
Sittimanutsayachon 

 (Thai) 


