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By Sebastian Mathew, ICS F 
 
Speaking first on the panel discussion on Securing sustainable resource use and 
access rights, Samaair Jeamoudor from Thailand highlighted problems 
caused by large-scale destructive fishing: it destroyed the resource base 
and reduced marine biodiversity. He expressed concern about coastal 
development projects leading to the dislocation of coastal communities. 
“It is important to develop own initiatives—community-based initiatives 
–to conserve fisheries resources”, he said, and sought greater recognition 
of rights to participate, including that of women and indigenous 
communities, in decision-making processes for sustainable fisheries.  
 
Andrew Johnston from South Africa was in agreement with Samaair that 
participatory decision-making processes should be developed. He stressed 
the importance of fishers speaking for themselves rather than being 
represented by others. Such an approach, he said, would not put fishers 
and fishing communities at the receiving end of bad policies. He had 
several worries. He was concerned about the destructive fishing 
operations of distant water fishing vessels in Africa, about mangrove 
decimation and environmental degradation, indiscriminate development 
of tourism, and mariculture operations. “Whilst distant water fishing 
vessels take away fish from us, mariculture operations take the sea away 
from us”, he deplored. Governments should not be biased in favour of 
scientific knowledge, he argued, and highlighted the importance of 
reckoning traditional knowledge of fishers and fishing communities by 
government policymakers. He further deplored individual transferable 
quotas (ITQs) and castigated them as a “curse for the poor”. 
 
Harekrishna Debnath from India found common problems being 
discussed from different parts of the world. He said it was important to 
fight factors that made fisheries unsustainable. He identified industrial 
fishing vessels employing destructive fishing gear and practices as the 
main culprit. Marine and inland pollution from shipping, dumping of 
chemicals and nuclear waste into the marine space were also identified as 
threats to the wellbeing of coastal fishing communities and to the 
sustainability of fishery resources.  
 
“Economic liberalization in  coastal developing States has led to coastal 
areas becoming hot destination for polluting industries, chemical 
warehouses and for establishing special economic zones”, he said, and 
added, “lagoons are being reclaimed for housing and real estate projects”. 
Fishers are being displaced, and fishing vessels are increasingly finding it 
difficult to find berthing space, he complained. 
       (Contd. pg.2) 
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  “Fishing communities will vanish if we do not reverse 
these developments”, Debnath said. He proposed 
proscription of destructive industrial fishing and 
protection of traditional customary rights. He wanted 
livelihood-based fishing to be treated preferentially 
and capacity reduction programmes to be introduced 
from the industrial-end of fishing. Conservation and 
management of fishery resources should not victimize 
small-scale fishers, he said. He recognized the 
importance of social safety nets for fishing 
communities. He further proposed the need for 
legislation to grant entitlements to traditional fishing 
communities to coastal land and coastal water-bodies. 
He wanted fishers to collectively raise their voice and 
be heard.  
 
Cosme Caracciolo from Chile drew attention to the 
current financial crisis gripping the world economy 
and was critical of any economic model that was based 
on speculation. He picked out ITQ-based fisheries 
management system as one such model and was of the 
view that such a model that made fishing rights a 
commodity, based on speculation would eventually 
lead to overfishing.  The current crisis gives artisanal 
fishing the chance to show it is the only viable option.  
 
Aristide Jean Claude Yoyotte from Guadeloupe agreed 
with previous speakers on threats facing small-scale 
fisheries. He said even in his tiny island artisanal 
fishers are facing several problems. Recreational 
programmes such as whale-watching, and creation of 
marine protected areas, have denied artisanal fishers 
access to their traditional fishing grounds, he said. He 
highlighted the importance of having a vision for the 
rational long-term development of artisanal fisheries. 
He also wanted coastal States to uphold all 
international commitments to legal instruments of 
relevance to marine fisheries.  
 
The meeting was chaired by Sherry Mae Pictou from 
Canada. She gave a brief summary of the main points 
that came up in the panel discussion.  “Small-scale 
fishing that support livelihoods, but not large-scale 
fishing—this is the main message emerging from the 
panel discussion”, Pictou concluded.  

The chairperson of the session clarified that the title: 
“Developing a gender perspective on rights issues in 
small-scale fisheries”, did not relate to women alone but 
to how the artisanal fisheries itself is conceived in the 
context of life and livelihood in coastal communities.  
 
Panel presenters and delegates from the floor identified 
women as an integral part of fishing communities and 
stressed that if women’s roles and spaces are accepted, 
respected and valorized by the larger society and the 
state, then their rights to coastal resources—the fish, the 
land, the water, credit and social benefits like health care, 
education and further training in management and post 
harvest technologies–-should also be accepted and 
budgeted for by the state.  
 
It was emphasized that it was the nature of the 
development process and the patriarchal mindset, even 
within fishing communities, that marginalizes women and 
leads to the depletion of resources. This, in turn, is 
leading to extreme situations where women sometimes 
even have to sell their bodies to earn a living or have 
access to fish for sale. The plight of women in times of 
natural calamities and regional wars is also devastating.  
 
 

 
 
 
Where women are involved in harvesting the resources 
for food, their rights are often not recognized, nor are 
they included in decision-making and management 
processes. When fishing licenses are granted as part of 
the process of professionalization within the fishery, 
women are the most discriminated against as they do not 
share the resource access rights of their husbands. The 
man alone is accepted as the fisher. There was a lot of 
debate on this, as some fishermen participants present 
interpreted this to mean that women are demanding a 
fishing right in an already overexploited fishery. It was 
clarified that this was not what was suggested.  
 
On the whole, it was generally accepted that women’s 
contribution to sustaining life and livelihood has to be 
accepted and valorized. The session decided that in the 
deliberations and presentations in the coming days, all 
participants would make a personal commitment to bring 
in a gender perspective, form an informal gender 
monitoring group and, in all the session, moderators 
would make sure that presenters address gender 
dimensions in their presentations. 
 

Gender Monitor 
By Nalini Nayak 
 
“It was great that we started off the Civil Society 
Preparatory Workshop with the session on gender 
perspectives, which otherwise comes at the tail end,” 
commented one participant at the end of the morning 
session yesterday. Yes, there was a wide spectrum of 
issues raised that related to asserting rights and 
valorizing the contribution of women in sustaining 
coastal fisheries and coastal livelihoods.  
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Faki, is a small-scale fisher and village 
chairperson, Jibondo Island, Mafia, 
Tanzania 
How significant is this meeting 
for Tanzanian small-scale 
fishing communities? 
Significant, as it will allow for 
sharing of experiences and ideas 
by fishing communities from 
different parts of the world. I 
believe that together we can make 
joint statements on how we think 
small-scale fisheries should be 
treated. 
 
What are your expectations 
from the workshop and the 
conference? 
For the first time I will come into 
contact with people from different 
countries and learn about their 
views and perspectives. It will 
help me understand the situation 
of different fishing communities 
as well as the similarities and 
differences between them. I will 
be able to learn the best ways of 
addressing small-scale fisheries 
and also how to overcome 
hurdles. I expect to get 
information that will enable me to 
facilitate the empowerment of my 
fellow colleagues.  
 
What is your perception of 
rights? 
Some regulations regarding the 
use of marine resources are 
affecting the livelihoods of small-
scale fishers in parts of Tanzania. 
This is not right. This is because 
other people have been given the 
mandate to ‘protect’ our 
environment. “If nobody guards 
your home for you, you guard it 
yourself. If you cannot protect it, 
then you should be given 
education on how to guard it”. 
This will give fishers the right to 
use resources in accordance with 
how they know is right, for 
example, by applying traditional 
knowledge on when to fish and 
where to fish in a particular 
season. 

The Struggle of Phuket Fishworkers  
By the WFFP Correspondent 
 

Guarding Rights! 
Faki Ali Hassani, 

talks to Rosemario Mwaipopo 

A field trip to some fishing villages in Phuket was one of the first items on 
the agenda for the international delegates who arrived in Bangkok on 7 
October to attend the Global Conference on Small-scale Fisheries. WFFP, 
FSF, Thai Sea Watch Association, Phang Nga Bay, Save Andaman 
Network and SDF organized the tour, which culminated in an inspiring 
and passionate rally on the last day.  
 
The international delegates were split into three groups to visit different 
areas.  The first group visited Ban Yar Mee in Koh Yao District of Phang 
Nga province. At the island, the local fisherpeople narrated how they 
fought against a proposal to build a marina on the coastline. “When we 
heard about the proposal, local fisherpeople from neighbouring islands got 
together and started living on the beach. We made such a loud noise 
against this move that the government was forced to withdraw it,” said 
Nik who works with the local fishing community.  
 
The second group visited Yamu and Cuku villages. A major tourist center 
built in Thai style is being planned in Yamu village. There are also plans 
for conversion of salt water into fresh water and recycling of waste water. 
The local communities are against this and plan to block the road to the 
project. In Cuku village, the community explained how the 500 ha of 
mangroves belong to the Queen of Thailand. As her subjects, they are 
bound to protect this area and that was the guiding spirit in driving out 
investors from the area. 
 
Ban Nam Kem, also in Phang Nga, may have overcome the horrors of the 
tsunami, but they are still finding ways to fight the new enemy—investors. 
“We have been asked to prove ownership to the land by the government 
after the tsunami. The investors are trying their best to get this land from 
us,” said Ali, one of the leaders of this movement. “The land sharks want 
the land to build golf courses”, he said.  
 
The next day was the advocacy march where international delegates, along 
with the fishworkers, undertook a four-hour four-km march through 
central Phuket. Several community representatives, including many 
muslim women, participated in the rally. Participants raised flags, shouted 
slogans calling for fishworker unity and denounced the role of investors in 
Phuket. Participants also shouted slogans on the apathy of the authorities 
to their plight. The rally, attended by close to two thousand people, invited 
the attention of many passers-by—traders, shoppers and tourists. At one 
stage, the rally converged at the city centre clock tower where volunteers 
draped red and black flags from the top to the bottom of the tower.  
 
A group of children carrying seahorse-shaped props staged a street theatre 
on themes of fishworker rights and depleting sea resources. Speakers 
climbed atop a makeshift dais on top of a moving van and addressed the 
crowds.  The SDF Secretary Ravadee Prasertcharoensuk was one of the 
main speakers at the rally. Her speeches were passionate and inspiring. 
Thomas Kocherry of India, Andrew Johnston of South Africa and Geetha 
Lakshmi of Sri Lanka were the other speakers that addressed the 
gathering. Under the sweltering sun, the rally was a fascinating expression 
of solidarity to the cause of the fishworkers. The message to the larger 
community was clear—fishworkers and their supporters will defend 
themselves from oppression. 
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“Daily RightsRightsRightsRights” is a 
newsletter brought out by 
the co-ordinating 
committee set up to 
engage with the 4SSF. It is 
an initiative of WFFP, 
ICSF, FSF, SDF and IPC.  
 
It will be available 
everyday from 11 
October 2008 to 18 
October 2008 in four 
languages—English, 
French, Spanish and Thai. 
The language versions are 
not identical, and are 
meant to represent the 
perspectives of the 
language groups.  
 
All issues in different 
languages are available 
online at: 
http://sites.google.com/s
ite/ smallscalefisheries 
 
All are welcome to 
contribute. Please send 
your contributions to:  
Harini Kumar (English): 
harini747@gmail.com;  
Patricio Igor Melillanca 
(Spanish): 
patricio@ecoceanos.cl;  
Madien Seck (French): 
madiensec@yahoo.fr 
(French); SDF (Thai): 
sdfthai@gmail.com.  
 
Disclaimer:  The 
opinions expressed in the 
commentaries and articles 
printed in Daily Rights are 
those of the individual 
authors or organizations.  

Daily wrongs  
Column by Vivek Storyteller 
Putting Gender First: Lost in translation  
 
Putting gender first—at least that seemed to be the idea of the conference 
organizers when they took the radical step of having a session on gender, even 
before a formal introduction to the conference was made. While this needs to be 
seen as a major coup in a fisheries conference, the gender sensitive organizers 
had not anticipated the pitfalls of going first with a large multi-lingual group and 
relatively low-tech translation systems. Utter chaos prevailed for some time with 
one language group or the other dissatisfied with the reception on their ear 
phones, every time a start was made. Speakers made a number of starts, only to 
be asked to start again. Marie Ademar Cesar of Martinique was the main sufferer 
and she had to repeat at least thrice her opening lines on women facing violence 
and sexual harassment. 
 
Another curious feature of the translation drama was that the entire cast 
appeared to be female. Nalini in the chair, calming every body with her 
measured tone, Ravadee the local organizer, keeping her cool and getting the 
technicians to do their job and of course, the translators themselves who kept 
smiling and uncomplainingly making fresh starts to their translation efforts. 
Undoubtedly, men in the same position must have started fretting and fuming 
and perhaps even cursing. However, I could not help wondering: is there any 
truth in the stereotype of women not being good with all these modern gadgets? 
 
A great relief for man-kind 
The panel made a superb set of presentations including one by Rene Pierre 
Chever, who was included with the objective of diluting (polluting, adulterating?) 
the all-female panel. I saw Rene walking to the conference venue like a man 
going to the gallows, the entire responsibility of asserting the gender credentials 
of the “men in fisheries” resting upon him. When he did a fine job of his 
presentation, he was not the only one relieved. All the men in the hall relaxed 
visibly. Daily Rights (and Daily Wrongs) fully complement Rene for rising to the 
occasion. 
 
One woman’s right....another man’s wrong? 
The gender troubles for men did not end with that. Rene himself invited more 
trouble for the men asking the difficult question: if a husband and wife can be 
co-owners of a boat, why should the fishing quota be only in the name of a 
man? Despite having to put up a gender-sensitive face in such a big international 
meeting, the fishermen were deeply troubled. Images of women usurping the 
role of the daring deep-sea fisherman so haunted some of them that they had to 
stand up and protest. They were ready to swear by full equality on land, but 
thought that extending this to sea was taking things a bit too far. 
 
Taking pity, Marie Ademar, after a scathing reminder that men were born of 
women, explained that the women were not seeking to enter sea fishing in a big 
way but were only seeking recognition for the work they do on shore in post 
harvest activities and a number of other unpaid chores that keep a fishing 
enterprise alive. The men gave a collective sigh of relief—the last male bastion is 
still safe! 
 
Sweet words of relief 
For me, the most significant comment of the day was made by Geetha Lakshmi 
of Sri Lanka. She said that the Sri Lankan fisherwomen have no fight with their 
men. It is the development paradigm imposed by the state that is the root of all 
gender-evil, she said. It was music to my ears. Now I know what to blame when 
my wife complains about my insensitive behaviour: the Govt. of India.  

 

A policy that is 
unjust creates an 
unjust society  

 - Andrew 
Johnston 

South Africa 


